Ten Ways You Can Take Action Right Now

You have the power to help end the genocide in Darfur.  The world’s leaders need support and pressure from you in order to act- below are more ways you can take action right now and have a hand in stopping genocide.

1. Start a STAND Chapter: Join the community of concerned citizens fighting to stop genocide in Darfur.  STAND provides you with the necessary tools to transform your concern into effective action.  Starting a STAND chapter is the best way that you can become an effective advocate for Darfur.  STAND chapters organize on their campuses and in their communities to raise awareness about the genocide in Darfur.  By becoming a registered STAND chapter, you are building a framework for a permanent anti-genocide constituency.  For more information on how to become a STAND chapter, email International@standnow.org 
2. Contribute to Genocide Intervention Network’s Civilian Protection Program.  GI-Net’s civilian protection program, the first of its kind in Darfur, works with Darfuri community leaders, displaced women and girls, and the African Union Mission in Sudan to protect women and girls from rape and attack as they venture to collect firewood outside of their camps.  Just three dollars is enough to provide protection for one woman for one year.  For more information on Genocide Intervention Network’s Civilian Protection Program, please visit www.genocideintervention.net/fundraise
3. Divest from Sudan:  Take back your country’s dollars from companies that fund genocide in Darfur.  Learn more about targeted Sudan divestment and how to join the campaign in your country.  Ask your city and state leaders to support targeted divestment.  For more information on targeted divestment or the state of divestment in your country, email Scott at Wisor@genocideintervention.net or visit www.darfurdivestment.org.   

4. Hold an Event: You can raise awareness in your community about Darfur and contribute to our anti-genocide campaigns by hosting an educational event and/or a fundraiser.  Monetary donations will directly support our civilian protection program in Darfur.  For our guide on fundraising tips and ideas on types of events to hold, please email International@standnow.org.

5. DarfurFast: On December 5th, students around the world will ask their peers, families, and communities to join them in DarfurFast – an event that asks participants to fast from one item for the day and donate the money that they would have spent on those items to protecting civilians in Darfur.  In the past three years, STAND’s DarfurFast has raised more than $400,000 for civilian protection in Darfur.  This year, we intend to raise even more.  Learn more about DarfurFast and the civilian protection program by emailing International@standnow.org, or by visiting STAND’s website, www.standnow.org.
6. Dream for Darfur: The 2008 Summer Olympics is an event that stands for peace and global unity.  Unfortunately, next summer’s Olympic host country – China – is helping to facilitate the ongoing genocide in Darfur, Sudan.  Because of China’s significant economic, political and military ties to the government of Sudan, China has the leverage to make the government refrain from committing mass atrocities in Darfur.  China is in a unique position to exert its enormous influence and bring an end to the genocide in Darfur.  Write to Olympic Corporate Sponsors and ask them to use their influence with China to bring security to Darfur.  Join the Olympic Dream for Darfur by visiting www.dreamfordarfur.org
7. Olympic Torch Relay:  Raise awareness of the deadly link between the 2008 Beijing Olympics and the Darfur genocide by participating in the International Olympic Torch Relay.  The Relay will bring new media attention to China’s role in the genocide in Darfur, and encourage your state leaders to pressure China to use its influence in a positive way.  STAND students across the globe are participating in the International Torch Relay.  To find out if the Relay is traveling by your country, or for ‘10 Steps to Organizing Your Own International Relay,’ please email International@standnow.org. 

8. Bear Witness:  

Eyes on Darfur – See with you own eyes the results of the genocide on villages across Darfur.  Visit Amnesty International’s Eyes on Darfur and witness what is happening on the ground in Darfur.  View satellite evidence of destroyed villages.  Once you have witnessed the devastation in Darfur, take action to protect other villages at risk from targeted Janjaweed attacks.  Tell Sudanese President Bashir that the whole world is watching.  Crisis in Darfur – Download and install Google Earth to view the Crisis in Darfur online mapping project of the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum and Google Earth.  Similar to Eyes on Darfur, Crisis in Darfur combines satellite images with photographs, data, and eyewitness testimony from Darfur.

9. Help raise awareness in your community.  Write a letter to the editor of your local paper about the genocide in Sudan, illustrate your concerns, and challenge others to take action.  To learn more about how to write a letter, please email International@standnow.org, or visit our website at www.standnow.org.  

10. Join the STAND International Task Force: help facilitate and enhance STAND’s efforts to mobilize students across the globe to help end genocide in Darfur.  STAND International is recruiting hard-working, open-minded, reliable and dedicated activists to help create and/or to translate materials, research different methods of advocacy and help recruit activists worldwide.  For more information on the International Task Force and positions available, please email Meredith at International@standnow.org
