International Sudan Divestment At a Glance

Targeted divestment calls for the expedited engagement of companies that are directly or indirectly helping the Sudanese government perpetuate genocide. Only if a company refuses to change its behavior in response to shareholder engagement does the targeted divestment model call for divestment from that company. Since the ultimate intent of Sudan divestment is to protect the victims of genocide, it is important to tailor divestment to have maximal impact on the government of Sudan's behavior and minimal harm to innocent Sudanese (and to the financial health of institutional portfolios). Divestment should therefore be targeted to those companies that have a business relationship with the government or a government-created project, impart minimal benefit to the country's underprivileged, and have expressed no significant corporate governance policy regarding the Darfur genocide (so-called targeted divestment). Such targeted divestment implicitly excludes companies involved in agriculture, the production and distribution of consumer goods, or the provision of goods and services intended to relieve human suffering or to promote health, religious and spiritual activities, or education.  Given the heavy reliance of the government of Sudan on foreign direct investment and the importance of corporate responsibility for the future of Sudan, including the maintenance of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement, targeted divestment is of the utmost importance.

In the international arena, economic pressure can be exerted on these companies in a number of ways.  First, local and state pension funds can be pressured to adopt targeted divestment policies, as well as large mutual fund families and international banks.  Second, local, regional, and national institutions can prohibit contracts with highest offending companies.  Third, national governments can impose sanctions on those companies which meet the targeted criteria.  Fourth, individuals can apply public pressure through protests, letter writing campaigns, and media coverage on companies that continue to subsidize the genocide in Darfur.  

A number of these campaigns are already underway.  In Switzerland several prominent NGOs are involved in pressuring UBS for underwriting the upcoming IPO with PetroChina.  In Japan legislators are currently investigating the involvement of Japanese companies in Sudan.  In Brazil activists are investigating the ties between Brazilian investments and highest offending companies.  Over half a dozen countries have initiated international campaigns.  But they all need more help!  To learn whether your country has a divestment campaign, and to sign up for a campaign, please visit www.darfurdivestment.org.  To learn more about the targeted model of divestment, please visit www.sudandivestment.org.

If you are interested in starting a divestment campaign in your country, please e-mail the Coordinator for International Divestment, Scott Wisor at Wisor@sudandivestment.org 

